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-PRESS RELEASE- 
 

Subject:  Berthoud Fire Commences Last Stage of Wildfire Mitigation Work 

     With Grant Funds Received by Larimer County 

Date:       Sept. 26, 2019 

Contact: May Soricelli, Public Information Officer 

                Phone: 970-532-2264 

                Email: Msoricelli@berthoudfire.org 

 
On Tuesday, July 30, 2019, Berthoud Fire 

Protection District (BFPD) was awarded $3,800 in 
a matching grant through Larimer County’s first fire 
grant program. The grant funds were applied for 
earlier this year to provide resources that would 
help BFPD complete the last stage of mitigation 
work needed to fulfill BFPD’s Community Wildfire 
Protection Plan. Berthoud Fire’s wildland 
coordinator, Captain Nico Romero, will begin 
utilization of the funds to conduct essential wildfire 
mitigation work along the south-west side of Carter 
Lake in a 10-acre area near Cougar Run Lane.  
This designated area is the final piece of land that 
has been recognized by BFPD and Larimer County 
Sheriff’s Office Emergency Services as a critical 
area needing thinning to help mitigate the risk of 
fire traveling North and South between Old Pole 
Hill Road access. 

During the week of October 7th, BFPD’s wildland crews, along with the Colorado Division 
of Fire Prevention & Control’s crews, will be conducting chain-saw operations, strategically 
cutting lower limbs and thinning trees, in order to reduce ladder fuels in this area. 
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Our crews will be working between the 
hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. each day 
October 7th through the 11th. Homeowners 
with property adjoining the prescribed work 
area have been notified of the activity. 
Residents or hikers in the area must stay out 
of the work zone area during the operations to 
avoid the risk of injury. The work zone will be 
marked by signs and cones to warn hikers of 
the hazard. 

The BFPD Community Wildfire 
Protection Plan (CWPP), created in 2007, was the result of a community-wide fire protection 
planning effort that included extensive field data gathering, compilation of existing fire 
suppression documents, a scientific analysis of the fire behavior potential of the study area, and 
collaboration with various participants including homeowners and the Colorado State Forest 
Service. (Our comprehensive study was provided by Anchor Point Group in Boulder) 

The CWPP was created to proactively approach wildfire mitigation efforts in the Wildland 
Urban Interface (WUI) area of Larimer County in Berthoud. The WUI is defined by areas where 
wildland and residential, or wildland and commercial, properties are in close proximity.  1/3 of 
BFPD’s fire protection district is in the WUI. Significant progress has been made since 2007 in 
mitigation efforts through fuels reduction work, public meetings, equipment procurement, 
partnerships with other agencies, fire district training, and preplanning for wildfires in the area. 

 In the updated 2016 CWPP, the Cougar Run area of Carter Lake is identified as a 
critical juncture for mitigation to prevent the spread of wildfires. According to BFPD Captain 
Romero, the area is a “stopgap” for fire spread with Carter Lake to the direct east and power 
lines creating a distinctive fire break on the west side. Past fuel mitigation by both LCSO and 
BFPD has resulted in favorable outcomes in this same fuel and area 

The designated area to be mitigated is State-owned land with new and “re-entry” work 
needed to thin the high-risk area to create both a healthier forest and to take necessary “fire-
wise” mitigation steps. The targeted fuels to be reduced are pine trees in close proximity to each 
other, or trees that will promote un-healthy natural growth.  

If you are a resident near this area and have any questions, please contact Public 
Information Officer May Soricelli at msoricelli@berthoudfire.org. 

 

### 

mailto:msoricelli@berthoudfire.org
mailto:msoricelli@berthoudfire.org

