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On June 9, 2019 Berthoud Fire Protection District hosted an award ceremony as well as 

a swearing-in ceremony for a new career firefighter. The event was held at the Berthoud Area 

Community Center with firefighters and their families. 

Joey Castaneda has served the Berthoud Fire District as a reserve firefighter since 

August of 2015. Castaneda has gained a role as part of the career firefighting staff of Berthoud 

Fire as of this year. Castaneda was part of a badge pining ceremony in which his family pinned 

his new badge to his uniform after he received his oath and was sworn in as a Berthoud 

firefighter. 

Our firefighter oath states “I ____, do solemnly swear that I will support and defend the 

Constitution of the United States of America and the State of Colorado. I will faithfully and 

honorably execute the duties of Fire Fighter to the best of my ability. I will support the policies, 

procedures and values of the Berthoud Fire Protection District, and I will bear allegiance to my 

superiors. I will tend to the equipment and apparatus under my charge and protect the safety 

and lives of the citizens and firefighters whose care has been entrusted to me. So help me 

God.” 

In addition to the swearing-in ceremony, 4 firefighters were recognized for their life-

saving measures back in February of this year including Captain Andrew Kuiken, Engineer 

Monty Kitzman, Firefighter Alec Huggins, and Firefighter Caitlin Crotty who were all awarded the 

honorable Life Saving Award at the ceremony. 
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 On February 15, 2019 Berthoud Fire responded to an adult male patient experiencing 

cardiac arrest. Due to the rapid response and life saving measures the crew employed, the 

patient was revived and has since made a full recovery. 

At the ceremony Chief Charles delivered awards to Captain Andrew Kuiken and 

Lieutenant Lyle Fenderson for “Exceptional and Sustained Performance.” 
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